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CANADIAN automotive parts
manufacturer Magna Interna-
tional has announced plans to
phase out the Decoma name
while keeping Decoma’s speciali-
sation in automotive composites
work.

Magna also plans to build a
seating systems plant in High-
land Park, Michigan, USA, on
property once occupied by the
Chrysler headquarters.Regarding the Decoma deci-

sion, Magna said it intends to
build on its automotive compos-
ites specialisation through the
acquisition of certain parts of
Meridian Automotive Systems.

Magna has created the Magna
Composites unit within its exteri-
ors and interiors group to take
the range of thermoplastic and
thermoset composite processes
now under its control and devel-
op that business for a variety of
automotive parts and end-users. 

Magna completed its acquisi-
tion of seven Meridian plants in
June, including a sheet moulding
compound (SMC) production
facility in Grabill, Indiana, USA,
and is leasing a SMC production
line in Saltillo, Mexico.According to news reports,

Magna expects to expand pro-

Magna to build new
seating systems plant
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Boeing completes SC acquisitionBoeing has completed the
acquisition of the business and
operations conducted by
Vought Aircraft Industries at its
South Carolina, USA, facility,
where a key structure for the
787 Dreamliner is built.The newly acquired facility,

located in North Charleston,
will be called BoeingCharleston and will bemanaged by the 787 programme

as a wholly owned subsidiary.
Boeing Charleston will
continue to perform fabrication,
assembly and systemsinstallation for 787 aft fuselage

sections, which are made
primarily of compositematerials.

www.boeing.com
www.voughtaircraft.com
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COMPOSITE leather manufac-
turer E-Leather has won a signifi-
cant contract in the rail sector fol-
lowing an agreement with New
Zealand’s leading transport op -
er ator.

The deal with KiwiRail has
seen four carriages on its Tranz -
metro line, which operates out of

Wellington, refurbished using E-
Leather. Kiwirail originally plan -
ned to use leather as an interim
refurbishment but E-Leather pro-
vided a cost-effective alternative,
meeting the exacting standard
for texture, quality, colour, flame
resistance and cleaning.

E-Leather signs contract with KiwiRail
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