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A U T O M O T I V Einteriors supplierJohnson Controlswill shut two of itsthree plants in Portugal by the
end of next year and cut 875 jobs.
The company will close a plant
in Nelas that makes seat covers
and one in Portalegre that spe-
cialises in making foam, accord-
ing to an Associated Press report.

The closures come as Johnson
Controls sees increasing costs in
its seat cover sector, and an over-
supply of both seat covers and
foam.

The company said it has re-
duced production of seat covers
over the past few years and

could not secure new business.
Other company plants will ab-
sorb these plants’ current manu-
facturing levels in the coming
months, it added.Johnson Control’s third plant

in Portugal, one in Palmela that
makes seats, will remain open.
The company will try to find jobs
in its other European plants for
the affected employees, approxi-
mately 225 in Portalegre and 650
in Nelas.

Portugal’s secretary of state for
industry, Antonio Castro Guerra,
said the government would send
a letter to the company encourag-
ing dialogue on the matter.www.johnsoncontrols.com

Johnson Controls to close
two plants in Portugal

mobileTexNEWS  OF THE GLOBAL TRANSPORT TEXTILES INDUSTRY

— AUTOMOTIVE, AEROSPACE, RAIL, MARINE —

Copyright © Textile Media Services Ltd

This newsletter may not be photocopied or redistributed in any way

Vol. 1 N
o. 5, N

ovem
ber 2006  

ALCANTARA will soon be av-
ailable in the interiors of cars and
sports utility vehicles (SUVs)
from DaimlerChrysler, Ford and
General Motors. The upholstery
material is already used in many
renowned European and Japan-
ese luxury vehicles, including
Lexus, Mercedes-Benz, Porsche,
BMW and Audi.“For decades, Alcantara has

been a household name in the
luxury automotive market, par-
ticularly with the top European
manufacturers,” said Derick
Fronda, executive director of
Toray Ultrasuede America, a
subsidiary of Toray Industries
and the official distributor of
Alcantara materials in the Ameri-
can automotive markets.

“We are extremely excited to
now bring Alcantara, and its cut-
ting-edge technology, elegance
and performance, to the US”

The proprietary production
process of Alcantara is charac-
terised by automation and con-
stant control of all phases from
spinning to dyeing, and is de-
signed to reduce the impact on
the environment by adhering to a
policy of eco-efficiency higher
than that required by law.

New cars from Daimler-
Chrysler, Ford and GM offering
special versions featuring Alcan-
tara will be subsequently an-
nounced throughout autumn
2006 and during 2007.www.alcantara.comwww.ultrasuede.com

Alcantara now available in US autos

IAC completesMitsuboshi acquisitionWilbur Ross, chairman of
International Automotive
Components Group Japan has
announced the completion of
the previously proposed
acquisition of Mitsuboshi
Belting Kaseihin (MBK) from
Tokyo Stock Exchange-listed
Mitsuboshi Belting.The three MBK manufacturing

facilities in Japan supply
automotive interior and exterior
plastic parts to every major OEM
in Japan, including Toyota,
Nissan, Honda, Calsonic Kansei
and Mitsubishi.MBK’s sales of US$170m will

bring total IAC Group revenues
to more than US$1.5bn in
Eastern and Western Europe,
Brazil, Argentina and Japan. The
transaction will enable MBK to
follow its OEM customers
overseas for the first time.www.mitsuboshi.co.jp
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