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AT last month’s IAA automotivefair held in Frankfurt am Main,Germany, TRW presented its lat-est passenger and curtain airbagmodules, which are designed toreduce weight by up to 50% com-pared with previous generations.The company said the weightsaving has been achieved byusing advanced materials andproduction processes in additionto optimising the design of themodule.
Alexander Heilig, directoroccupant safety systems engi-neering, said: “As the industrycontinues to place increasingfocus on the environment, theimportance of reducing vehicle

weight is paramount. Our vehi-cle manufacturer customers areusing weight reduction as a keystrategy in developing more fuelefficient vehicles.“As a leader in the airbagfield, TRW has been able to satis-fy stringent customer and indus-try regulatory requirements,while halving the weight of itsairbag modules in recent years —now among the lightest on themarket — in addition to min-imising product size and packag-ing.
“The integration of the inflatorinto the cushion, combined withnew inflation technologies and

Up to 50% weightreduction on airbags
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Toyota Boshoku torevise joint venturewith Johnson ControlsToyota Boshoku is reported tobe considering revising its TrimMasters (TMI) operations inNorth America, which is a jointventure with Johnson Controls.This could mean the closure oftwo plants in Kentucky andMexico.
www.toyota-boshoku.co.jpwww.trimmasters.comwww.johnsoncontrols.com
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BOEING has announced that thefirst flight of the new 787 Dream-liner (pictured) is expected bythe end of 2009 and first deliveryis now planned to occur in thefourth quarter of 2010.The new schedule reflects thepre viously announced need toreinforce an area within the side-of-body section of the aircraft,along with the addition of sever-al weeks of schedule margin toreduce flight test and certifica-tion risk. The company projectsachieving a production rate of 10aircraft per month in late 2013.The 787 team working the side-of-body reinforcement has com-pleted initial testing and is finalis-ing design details of new fittingsthat are expected to ensure full

structural integrity of the joint.The static test procedure thatun covered the issue will be re -peated and the results fully ana -lysed before first flight is con-ducted. Fatigue testing will alsobe performed on stringer compo-nents to validate the long-termdurability of the modification.
www.boeing.com

Another new Boeing 787 schedule

continued on page 7
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